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Winterbach, Germany – April 3, 2019 – Westnetz, one of Germany’s largest 
distribution network operators, is building a 17 km underground cable system 
in Hunsrück as part of their efforts to support the transition to renewable 
energy. This new high-voltage cable will transport renewable wind power from 
turbines at Hunsrück to the region’s urban centres. PFISTERER is supplying the 
entire 110 kV cable system with a total cable length of about 52 km together 
with the cable accessories, as a turnkey system. 
 
Westnetz, the distribution network operator for the Trier region and a subsidiary of 
Innogy, views the € 19 million project as an investment in transition to renewable 
energy in Rhineland-Palatinate. Their existing distribution network in Hunsrück is 
now operating close to capacity due to the rapid growth of renewable energy 
generation. Consequently, surplus wind energy will soon be transported from a 
substation in Thalfang (110 kV) through a 17 km renewable energy connection to a 
substation in Osburg. 
 
“We are delighted to be continuing our partnership with Westnetz, a long-term 
customer, on this key project for the 110 kV distribution network, and thereby 
contributing to the transition to renewable energy in Rhineland-Palatinate. This is 
PFISTERER’s largest order for HV AC underground cables, and demonstrates our 
customer’s trust in our experience and expertise in handling complex high-voltage 
underground cable projects,” says Vukasin Basara, Senior Manager, Underground 
Cable Projects with the PTS Cable business unit at PFISTERER. 
 

Underground Cables instead of Overhead Lines 
To support the installation, trenches 1.5 m deep and 1.7 m wide will be dug along 
the 17.3 km route, which will run predominantly along rural roads and over public 
land. According to Westnetz, this is the longest underground cable that they have 
ever installed. PFISTERER is supplying the complete cable system as a turnkey 
solution. Initally, three cables will be installed in parallel conduits, but three 
additional empty conduits will also be installed to allow for future expansion. 
Installation of the underground cable, with a combined total length of 52 km, will 
begin in early 2020. Fibre optic conductors will be integrated into the cable screen, 
and two conductor cross-sections, one 1200 mm² and the other 1800 mm², will be 
used to achieve the required transmission capacity. 
 

Quick and sustainable Solutions from a single Supplier 
Sixty PFISTERER IXOSIL 110 kV cross-bonding joints will be used to connect the 
cables, together with transition joints to go from 1200 mm² to 1800 mm².  These 
joints are inexpensive and maintenance-free, and have proven effective worldwide 
over decades for the installation of HV underground cables in cities and 
metropolitan areas, as well as in extreme climatic conditions, such as deserts. 
PFISTERER IXOSIL slip-on joints are available for voltages from 72 kV to 550 kV, 

PFISTERER will supply a 52 km underground cable system to 
Westnetz 
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PFISTERER is supplying a turnkey 110 kV 
cable system that will transport green 
energy from wind turbines in Hunsrück to 
the region’s urban centres. 
 

https://www.pfisterer.com/fileadmin/pfisterer/pressemitteilungen-download/PI_Osburg_Thalfang.zip
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and are extremely compact due to their one-piece design. In addition, the splice 
box to connect the fibre-optic conductors can be fitted either inside or outside the 
housing. Another advantage is the short installation time. The team has just six 
months to complete the turnkey installation of the cable system. 
 

Joints for High-Voltage Systems 
The PFISTERER IXOSIL product family includes slip-on joints for the entire high 
voltage range from 72 kV to 550 kV – including various shielding options, and with 
or without bonding and grounding cables. IXOSIL joints are water-resistant and 
available with solid metal, plastic, or shrink-fit housing. Our proven slip-on 
technology enables a safeinstallation and long-lasting connection of polymer-
insulated copper or aluminium cables. This technology also allows cables with 
different conductor materials and diameters to be connected. 
 

 

 

About PFISTERER 
PFISTERER is a leading independent manufacturer of cable fittings, insulators and 
overhead line accessories for sensitive interfaces in energy networks. The Group 
is headquartered in Winterbach, near Stuttgart in southern Germany. PFISTERER 
develops, produces, and sells internationally successful solutions for 110 V to 1,100 
kV voltage levels. With its end-to-end range of products for application in energy 
networks, consulting, installation, and training, PFISTERER is a valued partner to 
companies specializing in power supply, plant construction, and electrified rail 
transport around the world. PFISTERER operates production plants in Europe, 
North America and South America, as well as sales offices in 18 countries across 
Europe, Asia, South America, and the USA. The Group employs around 2,100 
people. 
 
About Westnetz GmbH 
Westnetz is based in Dortmund, and is a distribution network operator for 
electricity and gas in western Germany. The company is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Innogy SE. Westnetz operates a large number of networks for various asset 
owners in western Germany, and has 5,100 employees. It is an independent 
distribution network operator, making the gas and electricity networks available to 
all market participants on a non-discriminatory basis. Within innogy SE, Westnetz 
is responsible in the regulated sector for the planning, construction, maintenance 
and operation of 185,000 kilometres of electricity grid and 28,000 kilometres of gas 
grid. Westnetz is supporting the energy transition in Germany with forward-looking 
network expansion and improvement programmes, as well as numerous 
innovation projects. 

 

 
 
Sixty IXOSIL 110 kV crossbonding joints 
developed by PFISTERER will be used to 
connect the cables. 

 


